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HAYDN

Six Easy Variations in C Major (Hob. XVI1/5; 1790)

Haydn’s best-known variations are those in en-
semble works, such as the variations on “Gott er-
halte Franz den Kaiser” in the so-called
“Emperor” Quartet, and the slow movement of
the Symphony No. 94 (“Surprise”). We include
these variations as an example of how the tech-
nique developed between Sweelinck’s time (see

Andante SN

No. 1 above) and Mozart’s D-minor Quartet (No.
30, below). It is especially worthwhile to examine
the differences, in the individual variations, be-
tween what is varied and what isn’t; though these
pieces are small, Haydn’s variation technique is
often subtle and interesting.
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